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YOUNG   MEN'S 
CHKISTIAN   ASSOCIATION. 


\»t  Tflobtmitt,  1855.         ; 

TiiK  want  of  an  Aesociation  for  the  spiritual  and  moral  improvement  of 
Young  Men  having  been  very  much  felt  in  this  City,  The  St.  John  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  was  organized  on  the  22d  December,  1854. 
Rooms  suitable  for  the  Society  were  immediately  taken  in  the  Hon.  W.  -T. 
Ritchie's  Building,  but  it  having  been  destroyed  by  fire,  and  as  no  room 
Suitable  for  the  Association  could  be  obtained  until  the  present  month,  a 
room  has  been  procured  in  the  Mechanics'  Institute,  which  will  be  found  open 
every  evening,  except  Saturday  and  Sunday,  from  1  until  10  p.  m.,  where 
Newspapers  and  Periodicals  from  Great  Britain,  the  United  States,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  our  own  Province,  will  be  kept  on  file.  Ministers'  are  earnestly 
requested  to  introduce  to  our  Association  the  Young  Men  of  their  Congre- 
gations, who  may  make  this  City  their  residence.  To  this  good  work  it  is 
hoped  that  the  Young  Men  of  all  the  Evangelical  Churches  in  the  City, 
will  give  their  hearts,  their  hands,  and  their  active  co-operation. 


l'!2iiaii|v: 
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O  F  r  I  C  E  E  s . 

President. 
Hon.  W.  B.  KINNEAU,  Prince  William  Street,  Baptist. 
Vice  Presidents. 
.TAMKS  PATERSON,  LL.D.,  Oern;ai!   Street,  rrfif>hyteHfm. 
LeIUUON  BOTSFOUD,  M.  I).,  Germain  Street,  EjndCojxU. 
T.  W.  DANIEL,  Marlcet  Square,  Episcopal. 
E.  E.  LOCKHART,  King  Street,  Methodint. 

Oorresponding  Secretary. 

GEORGE  H.  SMITH,  Pitt  Street,  Mdhodist. 

Recording  Secretary. 

W.  F.  HAWKINS,  South  Market  Wharf,  Epiacapalim. 

Treasurer. 

JAMES  REED,  South  Market  Wharf,  Presbyterian. 


9Jnnri  nf  Blaiingra 


lldN.  W.  B.  KlNNEAn. 
J  A  MISS  Pateuson,  LL.  D. 
LkIUkon'  Botsford,  M.  D. 
T.  \V.  Daniel. 


e.  e,  lockiurt. 
Jambs  Reed. 
Geo.  H.  Smith. 
W.  F.  Hawkins. 


John  Ennis. 
Thomas  Gilmour. 
B.  J.  Underhill. 
James  CoucHM  AN. 


Thos.  n.  Davks. 
John  Douglass. 


%rial  CnrnmittBrn 


IDlooms. 


W.  F.  Hawkins. 


v..  E.  Lockhart.        E.  H.  Duval.  George  II.  Smith. 

jfinanct. 
Thomas  Gilmour.  T.H.Davis.         John  Ferguson .         James  Couchman. 

George  Sufferan.  W.  F.  Hawkins.  , 

fLcctUTW. 
.Tames  Paterson.  T.W.Daniel.  E.  E.  Lockhart. 

33oartjing  f^ouae  antr  fSmpIoament. 
T.  W.  Daniel.       John  Ennis.       E.  H.  Duval,  Jr.       C.  H.  Kirkpatrick.       W.  P.  Hawkius. 


ISptscopal. 
{Trinity  Church.) 
<:!hark's  H.  Kirkpatrick,  Prince  Wm.  Street 
^V.  F.  Hawkins,  South  Market  Wharf. 

{St.  James''  Church.) 
.Tames  D.  Turner,  Water  Street. 


ItntiMHH  Cninmites. 

{Centenary  Chapel.) 

George  H.  Smith,  Pitt  Street. 
John  Ennis,  King  Street. 

{Oemniin  Street  Chapel.) 

Thomas  Gilmour,  King  Street. 
T.  C.  Humbert,  Barlow's  Foundry. 


^rcsbaterian. 
{St.  Andrew''s  Kirk.) 
William  Welch,  North  Market  Wharf. 
William  Martin,  Market  Square. 

{Scotch  Free  Church.) 

.lohn  Douglas,  Prince  William  Street. 
John  Ferguson,  Prince  William  Street. 

{St.  John  Free  Church. 
A.  Lindsey,  Prince  William  Street. 

{Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.) 
George  Sufiferin,  King  Street. 


dcnflregational. 
{Union  Street  Church. 

Isaac  Burpee,  King  Street. 
James  Couchman,  King  Street. 

33apti0t. 
{Bnissels  Street  Church.) 
T.  II.  Davis,  Prince  William  Street. 
Harris  Barbour,  King  Street. 

{Germain  Street  Church.) 

William  Barbour,  King  Street. 
E.  II.  Duval,  Jun.,  Portland. 


JFrce  flrijrtiBtian  13a$ti»ts— {Waterloo  Street  Church.) 
B.  J.  Underhill,  King  Street.  William  Peters,  Union  Street. 
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ARTICLE  I. 
STUle  ana  <Biittt. 
The  Title  of  this  Society  shall  be  «'Tiib  St.  John  Young  Men'h  Christian 
Association  ;    and  its  object~the  improvemeut  of  the  Spiritual  and  Moral 
conditioQ  of  Young  Men. 

ARTICLE  n. 
Mtmbexe, 

Sec.  1.— Active  Meinber8.--.Auy  young  man  who  is  a  Member  in  regular 
standing  of  an  Evangelical  Church,  may  become  an  Active  Member  of  this 
Association  by  the  payment  of  Ten  Shillings  annually.  Active  Members 
only  shall  have  the  right  to  vote  and  be  eligible  to  Office. 

SEo.2.^A8sociate  Member  a.-- Any  young  man  of  good  moral  character 
may  become  an  Associate  Member  of  this  Association,  by  the  payment  of 
Ten  Shillings  annually,   and  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  tlii 
Association,  eligibility  to  Office  and  right  to  vote  only  excepted: 

^^^'  ?"^^''i^  Members.— Life  Members  may  be  constituted  by  the  pav- 
SIIh.  ^^Q""^''^?y  one  time  subject  to  the  qualifications  and 
restrictions  of  Sections  1st  and  2d  of  this  Article.  No  other  assessments 
shall  at  any  time  be  made. 

ARTICLE  III. 

©fftcew. 

The  Officers  of  this  Association  shall  consist  of  a  President,  Four  Vice- 
Presidents.  Recording  Secretary,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and 
Librarian,  all  of  whom  shall  be  elected  annually  by  ballot.  A  Standing 
Committee  of  two  members  from  each  Evangelical  Church  in  the  City,  shall 
also  be  chosen  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  who  shall  appoint  six  from  their  own 
number,  to  constitute  with  the  Officers  elect  a  Board  of  Managers. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

©utteis  of  Mmasets. 


ARTICLE  V. 

JSuttfs  of  Officers. 


th^vd'T  ?^"*M"'^^^*y°^^?'^'''^^^°*'  °^'  in  his  absence,  one  of 
the  Vice-Presidents,  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Association  and  Board 
ot  Managers,  and  preserve  in  strict  exercise  the  rules  established  by  Par- 
uamentary  usage.  ^ 
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CONSTITUTION. 


Sec.  2.— It  slmll  bo  tlie  duty  of  the  Recording  Secretary  to  notify  the 
Menibers  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting,  attend  the  Banae,  to  notity  all 
Officers  of  their  election,  and  keep  a  fair  and  correct  record  of  all  the 
transactions  of  the  Association. 

Sec.  8, — The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  be  the  Organ  of  the  Associa- 
tion in  its  conference  with  other  Societies  and  the  public;  he  shall  retain 
copies  of  all  letters  written  by  him,  recording  the  same  in  a  book  kept  for 
that  purpose. 

Skc.  4. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  collect  all  monies  due 
to  the  Association,  disburse  the  same  under  direction  of  the  Board,  keep 
a  correct  account  of  the  same,  and  report  to  the  Board  whenever  required 
so  to  do,  and  to  the  Association  at  least  once  a  year. 

Sec.  fi. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Librarian  to  keep  in  order  all  books 
and  documents  belonging  to  the  Association,  and  a  correct  catalogue  of  the 
same,  and  an  accurate  account  of  all  hooka  delivered  to  the  Members. 

Sec.  6. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Standing  Committee  to  receive  and 
decide  upon  applicotions  for  membership,  and  promote  the  general  objects 
of  the  Association. 

Sec.  7.— The  Members  of  the  Board  shall  be  ex-officio  members  of  the 
Standing  Committee. 

ARTICLE  VL 

Auorunt. 

Ten  Members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  transact  the  general  business 
of  the  Association. 

ABTIOLil  vn. 

The  Annual  Meeting  for  the  choice  of  Officers,  and  transaction  of  other 
business,  shall  be  holden  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  January. 

Special  meetings  shall  be  called  at  the  written  request  of  any  six  Mem- 
bers, «r  at  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

ARTICLE  Vm. 

Fatanctes. 

In  case  of  the  vacation  of  any  Office,  it  may  be  filled  by  the  Board  of 
Managers. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Slteration». 

This  Constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of 
the  Members  present,  at  any  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Association,  provided 
such  alteration  or  amendment  be  proposed  at  a  regular  meeting  at  least 
one  month  prior,  and  the  Members  shall  have  been  notified  by  the  Secretary 
that  it  is  to  be  acted  upon. 


Ifs^ayn    li 


BY-LAWS. 


ARTICLE    I. 

The  object  of  this  Association  heing  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Spiritual 
and  Mental  condition  of  Young  Men  : 

Pkoi'osed:  First, — The  formation  of  a  ^hrietiun  Library  and  Reading 
Room. 

Second, — Rooms  and  accommodation  for  Bible  Classes  and  Prayer 
Meetinffs. 

Third, — Courses  of  Lectures,  on  Religious  subjects  as  well  as  Secular, 
having  reference  to  religion,  and  the  employment  of  every  other  available 
means  whereby  the  increase  of  real  vital  religion  will  be  promoted. 

ARTICLE    IL 

Every  Meeting  of  the  Association,  and  of  the  several  Committees,  shall 
open  and  close  with  prayer. 

ARTICLE    m. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Standing  Committee  to  appoio-t  from  their 
number  the  several  subcommittees  required  for  the  furtherance  of  the 
objects  of  the  Association. 

ARTICLE   IV. 

The  several  Ministers  of  the  Evangelical  Churches  in  th-  Oity  and 
vicinity  (for  the  time  being)  shall  be  honorary  members  of  this  Vbsociutiuu. 

ARTICLE    V. 

That  Essays  be  read  at  Fortnightly  Meetings  of  this  Association,  to  be  on 
topics  connected  with  the  understood  objects  of  the  Association,  and  not 
to  exceed  fifteea  or  twenty  minutes  in  length,  after  which  discussions  will 
be  held  by  the  members  on  the  subject  of  the  Essay. 


ARTICLE   VL 


That  notwithstanding  the  designation  given  this  Institution,  it  is  not 
intended  to  exclude  persons  of  a  more  advanced  age,  who  may  in  all  other 
respects  be  eligible  for  membership. 


3iuntgitral  3^km, 

BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 


Ca  tlje  Jlamtg  Hen's  Christian  ^issociiitioit 

(Df  i\)t  (Citi[  nf  laint  %)}\i 

Having  been  chosen  by  you  to  fill  a  situation  so  pleasing  to 
a  Parent,  that  of  rresident  of  the  "  Young  Men's  Ciikistian 
Association,"  and  having  also  been  requested  to  present 
tjie  Inaugural  Address,  your  choice  and  your  request  have 
afforded  me  the  highest  gratification,  although  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  the  Address  it  has  not  been  without  some  drawback, 
from  the  absence  of  those  numerous  precedents  which  are  to 
1)0  found  on  other  occasions  of  the  like  nature. 

I  have  not  been  successfid  in  discovering  the  origin  of  the 
Societies  known  under  the  designation  just  referred  to;  but 
I  have  reason  to  believe  they  had  their  rise  in  that  immenst^ 
city,  wliich  may  most  suitaljly  take  the  name  of  the  Metro- 
polis of  the  World,  and  wliere  the  vastness  of  the  population 
would  make  sach  institutions  peculiarly  appropriate.  In 
London,  therefore,  I  find  their  commencement  at  least  as 
early  as  1844:,  at  which  tiifie,  byareport  drawn  up  in  1850, 
it  appears  that  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of 
that  great  city  was  instituted. 

These  Societies  have  been  found  so  acceptable  and  so 
abundantly  useful,  that  in  England  they  now  number  35 ; 
in  Scotland,  5  ;  in  Ireland,  5 ;  and  in  Australia,  3.  France 
has  about  40;  Holland,  12 ;  Belgium,  6;  the  German  States, 
108 ;  Switzerland,  50 ;  Italy,  Sweden,  Algiers,  Malta,  and 
Syria,  6 ;  to  which,  adding  47  in  the  United  States  and  Ca- 
nada, and  one  recently  established  and  highly  prospering 
in  Halifax,  ]N  ova  Scotia,  we  have  the  grand  total  of  318. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  objects  for  which  they  were  es- 
tablished, were  The  spiritual  amd  mental  invprovement  of 
Young  Men. 
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Tlie  mecms  for  the  accomplishment  of  these  objects  have 
usually  been — 

Devotional  Meetings  ; 

Classes  for  Biblical  Instruction  and  Literary 

Improvement  ; 
The  delivery  of  Lectures  ; 
The  diffusion  of  Christian  Literature  ;  and 
A  Library  for  Reference  and  Circulation. 
The  Meetings  of  the  Associations  are  held  in  their  rooms 
i'oi'.tbe  purposes  of  j9m?/<?r,  reading  the  Scriptures^  mutual 
edification  and  encouragement,  and  for  receiving  infonna- 
fdon  on  all  matters  tending  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
institutions. 

Any  member  has  the  privilege  of  introducing  his  friends : 
indeed  this  is  one  of  the  chief  objects  of  these  Societies.  In 
large  towns  numbers  of  young  men  are  to  be  found  engaged 
in  a  variety  of  occupations,  who  by  their  means  are  quickly 
sought  out,  and  tisyre  gladly  find  a  kind  and  frank  reception. 
Too  often  has  the  youthful  stranger  been  left  to  make  his 
Avay  as  best  he  could  among  the  more  religious  portion  of 
ihQ  community,  or  find  a  refuge  in  the  ofttimes  more  con- 
genial haunts  of  frivolity  and  dissipation. 

A  .mber  of  the  most  distinguished  religious  and  literary 
men  of  London,  and  in  other  places,  have  already  added 
to  the  extension  of  our  literature,  as  their  instructive  and 
deeply  interesting  "Lectures  to  Young  Men,"  have  from 
time  to  time  been  published,  after  having  been  delivered  at 
the  meetings  of  these  Societies.  The  same  course  of  instruc- 
tion is  contemplated  in  this  place,  and  a  number  of  Gentle- 
men friendly  to  our  object  will  deliver  fortnight  lectures,  to 
succeed  this  opening  Address. 

So  much  with  regard  to  statistics.  We  shall  now  proceed 
to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  general  character  and  objects 
of  these  institutions,  which  have  been  greatly  blessed  of  God 
in  rescuing  thousands  and  tens  of  thousan^^s  of  young  men 
from  the  paths  of  vice  and  unhappiness. 

Of  all  the  influences  which  exert  their  power  over  the 
human  mind,  none  is  so  forcible  as  example.  Men  dislike 
precept :  it  implies  the  assumption  of  power,  which  is  only 
submitted  to  when  it  cannot  bo  avoided ;  and  as  this  as- 
sumption (except  in  one  memorablu  und  marvellous  instance) 
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has  ever  proceeded  from  a  source  as  fallible  as  the  being  to 
whom  it  is  addressed,  the  instruction  is  received  with  sus- 
picion, or,  at  times,  even  with  aversion  ;  unless  indeed  where 
it  is  dictated  by  affection,  or  clothed  with  unquestioned 
authority.  If  w'e  are  persuaded  to  that  which  is  good  by 
the  pleading  of  this  silent  and  most  eloquent  of  all  advocates, 
it  remains  with  ourselves  to  confess  the  power  which  has  sub- 
dued us,  and  pursue  the  path  to  which  the  example ^^omiQ^. 

Deeply  sensible  of  this  pecuharity  in  the  heart  of  man, 
the  philosophic  Benjamin  Franklin,  whenever  he  had  any 
useful  proposition  to  make  to  his  neighbours  for  their  general 
benefit,  although  the  plan  and  much  of  the  labour  were  his 
own,  w^ould  say,  "It  is  proposed  to  establish  such  a  society, 
or  attempt  such  a  work ;"  not  mentioni'ig  himself  as  the 
projector,  but  endea^'oring  to  fix  the  minds  of  the  pe,  ns 
he  'addressed  with  the  object  of  his  solicitude,  instead  of 
leading  them  to  dwell  on  himself 

In  youth,  it  is  true,  there  is  on  many  subjects  a  conscious- 
ness tiiat  the  way  of  knowledge  is  broad,  and  must  require 
much  teaching  to  make  it  plain  ;  but  even  the  earliest  dawn 
of  mind  asks  for  the  more  powerful  pleading  of  example, 
consistency  telling  w^ith  earnest  effect  upon  the  heart  which 
has  not  yet  acquired  the  deliberative  faculty  of  riper  yeai-s 
and  a  sounder  judgment.  The  child  listens  to  the  lofty 
development  of  principles,  but  beholds  afterwards  some 
practical  contradiction  in  the  conduct  of  the  individual  from 
whom  the  lesson  has  flowed  ;  he  wonders,  doubts,  and  trem- 
bles— he  can  do  no  more;  his  inexperience  debars  from 
deciding,  but  his  doubts  prevent  him  from  profiting  by  the 
principles.  The  man  hears  the  well  based  and  elaborately 
wrought  argument — is  forcibly  struck  by  it ;  but  turning  tc 
the  example,  beholds  the  sadness  of  the  contrast,  and  despises 
both  the  principles  and  their  propounder. 

Thus  it  is,  that  in  all  stages  of  man's  life,  savage  or  civi- 
lized, ignorant  or  educated,  an  iUitstmtioii  of  any  subject, 
whetlier  by  action,  by  pictures,  or  by  figurative  language, 
influences  the  understanding  and  affects  the  heart,  when  all 
other  methods  fail.  Especially  is  this  the  case,  when  the 
imagination  is  more  active  than  the  judgment,  as  in  the 
spring-time  of  hfe,  or  in  the  uncivihzed  state,  or  wdiere  the 
poetic  temperament  is  prominent. 
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What  young  person  ever  existed  whose  heart  has  not  been 
touched  with  the  beantiful  and  aiieciing  story  of  Joseph,  an 
related  by  the  inspired  histoi'ian.    WJieii,  after  a  long  course 
of  patient  waiting  on  his  God,   his  virtuous  principles  had 
sustained  their  deepest  trial  and  prevailed,  who  could  remain 
untouched  as  thus  he  gives  expression  to  the  settled  purpose 
of  his  soul—"  Plow  can  I  do  this  great  wickedness,  and  sin 
against  God  !"    Ills  acample  there  instructs  us  how  to  act 
under  circumstances  of  great  temptation.     And  indeed,  as 
no  narrative  has  ever  yet  been  produced  which  can  surpass 
this  m  its  displays  of  a  special  providence,    and  its   ever- 
abidmg  pathos  and  interest,  so  none  can   exceed  it  in  the 
excellence  and  force  of  its  example;  excepting  only   the 
wonderful  account  ofour  Lord's  birth,  his  life,  and  death. 
In  the  latter,   however,   the  relation  is  of  a  Being  beyond 
human,  although  partaking  of  humanity;  in  his  moral  per- 
fections divine,  although  sharing  in  our  temptations  and  suf- 
terin^  ;  and  we  feel  it  to  be  impossible  to  sympathise  with, 
or  to  be  influenced  so  strongly  by  one  who  is  without  sin, 
as  w^ith  one  who,  having  a  sinful  nature  like  ourselves,  yet 
trmmphs  over  the  temptations  which  beset  it. 

In  Milton's  Paradise  Lost— the  most  sublime  and  beiiutiful 
of  all  poems  in  the  Enghsh  languaj^e— we  have  another 
instance  of  the  captivating  nature  of'a  well-chosen  thoui^h 
fictitious  example.  From  among  the  host  of  angels  who 
had  resolved  to  rebel  against  the^Most  High,  the  poet  pre- 
sents us  with  this  admirable  picture  of  one,  who  alone  stood 
true  and  firm  in  his  allegiance,  amid  surrounding?  and  uni^ 
versa!  defection : — 

"So  spake  the  Seraph  Abdiel,  faithful  found 
Among  the  faithless,   faithful  only  he; 
Among  innumerable  false,  unmoved. 
Unshaken,  unseduced,  unterrified, 
His  loyalty  he  kept,  his  love,  his  zeal; 
Nor  numbers,  nor  example,  with  him  wrought 
To  swerve  from  truth,  or  change  his  constant  mind, 
Though  single.     From  amidst  them  forth  he  passed, 
Long  way  through  hostile  scorn,  which  he  sustained 
Superior,  nor  of  violence  feared  aught ; 
And  with  retorted  scorn  his  back  he  turned 
On  those  proud  towers  to  swift  destruction  doomed." 
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Our  divine  Lord,  also,  who,  knowing  ah      tngs,  knew 
what  he  had  planted  in  man,  continually  illusirates  his  hea- 
venly precepts  by  his  beautifully  simple  parables,  or  instruc- 
I     tive  fictions ;  and  although  in  some  instances,  owing  to  the 
j     peculiar  perversity  of  his  Jewish  hearers,   they  were  not 
I     clearly  understood,  it  was  plain,  from  their  very  form  of 
illustration,  they  excited  the  attention  which  curiosity,  admi- 
ration, or  aversion,  were,  in  his  case,  sure  to  command. 

I  have  always  been  charmed  with,  and  have  on  another 
occasion  quoted,  the  exquisitely  simple  and  deeply  interest- 
ing parable  of  the  "  Sower,"  every  line  of  which  is  full  of 
important  meaning : — 

"Behold,  a  eower  went  forth  to  sow ;  and  "when  he  sowed,  some  seeds 
fell  by  the  way  side,  and  the  fowls  came  and  devoured  them  up;  some  fell 
upon  stony  places,  where  they  had  not  much  earth,  and  forthwith  they 
sprung  up,  because  they  had  no  deepness  of  earth  ;  and  when  the  sun  was 
up,  they  were  scorched  ;  and  because  they  had  no  root  they  withered  away 
And  some  fell  among  thorns;  and  the  thorns  sprung  up  and  choked  them  ; 
but  other  fell  into  good  ground,  and  brought  forth  fruit,  some  a  hundred 
fold,  some  sixty  fold,  some  thirty  fold." 

I  And  how  i^ithfully  and  successfully  has  the  "  Great 
I  Dreamer,"  in  his  "  Pilgrim's  progress  to  the  Celestial  City," 
I  imitated  and  spread  the  fame  of  this  simple  and  pure  style 
%  of  instructive  fi  ction  through  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  society, 
from  prattling  childhood  to  declining  age,  and  wherever  the 
footsteps  of  civihzed  man  have  trod  ;  inculcating  truth, 
establishing  principles,  and  imparting  blessings,  by  the  power 
of  an  all  but  inspired  example. 

"  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,"  which  I  have 
the  pleasure  of  addressing  this  evening,  is  an  instance  of  the 
principle  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  enforce.  They  ibrni 
themselves  into  a  Society,  and  meet  together  for  self  improve- 
ment, and  for  the  benefit  of  those  who,  from  various  causes, 
would  otherwise  be  left  to  struggle  against  solitude,  or  indif- 
ference, or  temptation,  alone.  They  proclaim  by  their 
example  that  "  It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive ;" 
and  invite  the  thoughtless  youth,  and  the  stranger  from 
another  land,  to  quit,  for  a  season  at  least,  the  restless 
activities  of  wasted  hours,  or  the  solitude  of  unknown  faces 
in  a  stranger's  inn,  and  repair  with  them  to  light  anil  cheer- 
ful rooms,   where  convprsatioTi,  rpfldino"-  a,nd  nrav^r-  oo?n- 
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bmed  with  insh'uction  of  a  varied  kind,  hall  exemplify  how 

P  .ilr  °''V"'y,  ^'^m  ''  '^  *''»«  t"  spend  then- fa-oureZ' 
elaxatmn  from  the  (faily  pressure  of  business,  than  bT  in 

will  L  f  1  ?  *''"'  ''^, '"  ""  o'ter  cases,  the  Sci'iptures 
will  be  found  most  true,  that  "wisdom's  ways  are  ways  of 
pleasantness,  and  all  her  paths  are  paths  of  piace."  K 
will  be  found  no  wearisome  lessons-no  vauntings  of  snoe- 
rf^rrr  «^»f/?""  °''^''g''«'-  excellencies,  to^offenTor 

nli^henf  LT'''^"^-'*''"T'"'  ''"*  *«  conve'reation  which 
cnliglitens  not  weanes-the  mutual  flow  of  mind  seekino- 

he  same  h,gh_objects-or  the  quiet  and  silent  communion 
noble  ^  r"' •  ^'"'^:  ^^  *'"=  «"«'''  '^^  g««t,  and  °he 
"e  hi'st:i.°oSn:"  P"'  '-^"'  "' '"  •"°''^™  ttnes,' adorned 

demSin  oH  -'""y  P«"  •"■''•°  ^'""'S  ™«"  ^'"  l>e  ^^nd  "o 
Xv  ^tnl  ;  1  T  -''l^""'^.  ■''''  °'"«'*'«"y  "seful  instrumen- 
tality established  in  this  evil  mw  d :  for  every  member  of 

.•onfCr'""  T^^  Y  "'^'"^'y  '"'P^^^^i  wit7th  T  cdlec- 
tion  tha  e.xample  is  far  more  influential  than  precept  and 
that  evi  speaking  must  leave  an  evil  impression.  '^^' 
..oo.^'^f  fl  ""  necessity,  in  order  to  accomplish  anything 
good,  of  the  members  preserving  consistency  of  character 
when  engaged  in  the  urgencies  o?  business,  oTin  any  of  thdr 

yerl  VT^^ tT'^^'^'T^  ^"^  ^^"^^  *'em  watcCl  ove 
Z\l  nTi       ".•''!,"'  <'°°f  "'^''  '"«'  *ns  I'e  eminently  use- 
M  to  others,  while  they  advance  their  own  spiritual  welfare 
lie  who  can  control  a  naturally  irritable  temper,  su™ 

t nXtioInf"  "?•!,"  "'  '''^  ^f  "?<=«  "f  truthf  or' wi?lfS 
aeterimnation  of  mind  pass  unheeded  the  lauch  or  scoff  of 
the  externally  gay  but  inwardly  unhappy  sceltic    Zm  \l 

<kv  ';rf'"''er  instrumentality  will  be  added  to  the  Sun- 
ta-schoo     the  Temperance  and  other  Societies,  by  which 
^  e  youthful  mind  is  preserved  from  vice,  and  from  wh  c 
our  various  Churches  are  supplied,   and  prepared  for  an 

ZT^^A^'^^f^r t^'V'^H  -li-i'ed'inlte  excel" 
lence,  endless  in  its  duration,  and  unbounded  in  its  bliss 

vii;:  ":.?. f P^ "^.^'^^'.^^  ^y  ^  ^^^  and  beneficent  Pro: 
Mc  eiice,  that  Christians  in  general  imagine  their  own  times 
to  be  most  fraught  with  pe"I-il  to  the  Shnrch  of  Christ     I 
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have  read  much  on  this  subject,  and  my  impression  is,  that 
in  ,"11  ages  of  the  Christian  era,  ministers  and  other  good 
men  have  assigned  to  their  own  times  a  wider  departure  from 
the  truth,  of  many  who  had  "run  well,"  than  in  any  period 
which  had  preceded  them.  They  have  mourned  over  the 
degeneracy  ;  but  it  has  been  the  means  of  arousing  them  to 
greater  exertion,  to  check  the  growth  of  the  evil,  to  stay  the 
ever-impetuous  torrent  of  vice,  and  endeavour  to  allay  tlie 
bitterness  of  human  woe.  The  origin  of  this  prevailing 
imagination  is  to  be  found  in  this  principle,  that  the  remote 
bears  no  comparison  with  the  present.  The  deepest  sorrows 
find  mitigation  in  the  softening  hand  of  time,  and  the  great- 
est evils  will  at  length  cease,  except  at  times,  to  embitter  the 
memory.  We  feel  the  depressing  effects  of  a  low  state  of 
religion  by  our  own  eyes  witnessing  it,  and  by  its  grievous 
influence  on  our  own  hearts.  The  depressing  influences  of 
such  a  state  in  another  age,  although  most  eloquently 
described  and  lamented,  excite  the  deepest  interest,  but  fail 
to  stir  up  the  depths  of  the  human  heart.    - 

"Kie  power  of  Evangelical  Truth  has  never,  perhaps,  since 
the  days  of  the  Apostles  and  early  Christians,  made  greater 
progress  than  within  the  last  hundred  years  ;  and  although 
it  must  be  admitted  to  have  spread  latterly  over  a  far  wider 
surface  of  society,  in  a  more  general  recognition  of  its 
awakening  principles,  it  is  questionable  if  its  more  general 
diffusion  has  not  weakened  its  power,  and  whether  the  more 
extensive  admission  of  those  principles  has  not  robbed  it  of 
a  portion  of  its  vitality,  and  rendered  light  the  cross  which 
was  once  so  heavy  to  be  borne.  The  term  "  Methodist," 
or  "Saint,"  then  signifying  in  scoffing  language  a  pei-son 
who  had  become  too  religious,  is  seldom  now  heard  as  a  term 
of  reproach ;  when  applied  at  all,  the  former  is  used  with 
reference  to  the  denomination  of  that  name ;  and  the  latter, 
as  in  the  days  of  the  Apostles,  to  all  of  any  name  who  justly 
deserve  it.  This  state  of  things,  therefore,  although  producing 
more  general  cheerfulness  of  disposition,  may  not  be  deemed 
without  its  attendant  danger  of  forgetfulness  of  God. 

In  our  times  there  is  a  larger  exhibition  of  charity  among 
those  who  may  be  considered  prominent  in  the  profession  of 
evangelical  truth;  and  as  this  heavenly  gift  is  destined 
to  endure  and  expand  throughout  eternity,  we  may  take 
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courji-e  and  indulge  a  liumble  confidence  that  "  the  time  of 
the  end  is  drawing  nigh,  when  its  mild  excellencies  shall 
be  more  tally  experienced  even  in  this  world. 

In  the  midst  of  much  hikewarmness  and  relaxed  religious 
principle,  we  have  to  deplore  the  return  of  the  human  heart 
to  a  preference  lor  a  religion  largely  diluted  with  ceremony, 
and  adorned  with  the  exquisite  proportions  of  architecture- 
or,  in  some,  a  desire  for  novelties  in  doctrine,  and  crude 
speculations,  founded  on  a  notion  that  the  plain,  simple  and 
pure  truths  of  the  Bible  must  change  wil  the  SdnJ 
state  ot  science;  and  that  fresh  discoveries  are  as  reasonablf 
0  be  expected  m  religion  as  in  the  paths  of  human  know- 
ledge ;  or  worse  than  all,  the  spread  of  infidel  principles 
Avhich  indeed  have  been  greatly  fostered  by  the  two  alarming 
and  prevalent  errors  just  referred  to.  <^nmng 

nf?i!i^L^^T''''I''T'''^"/.^^'  ever  been  opposed  to  that 
of  the  heart ;  and  where  the  heart,  which  is  the  seat  of  man's 
disoi^er  remains  unaffected,  the  power  of  religious  pX- 
s ion  is  hfeless.    I  do  not  by  this  observation  intfnd  todecrv 
all  ceremony  whatever ;  on  the  contrary,  both  natural  ancl 
revealed  theology  teach  us  that  a  simple  ceremonial  I W^^^^ 
useful  m  aiding  the  growth  of  divine  principles  in  the  hfart 
But  It  IS  the  substitution  of  a  host  of  corporeal  acts  for  ?he 
inward  renewing,  heavenly  principle,  which  is  so  debasing 
and  reduces  the  purest  and  most  elevating  system  of  religion 
m  the  world,  so  worthy  of  its  Divine  FoVder,  to  a  re&ed 
mingling  of  Pagamsm  and  Judaism  with  traditionary  Chris- 
tiamty.    xt  is  amazing  how  any,  who  have  the  Bible,  with 

mnlLt'"  ""'^  7^'''^'  nnpersecuting  and  unobstructing 
modern  times  confer  on  man,  can  embrace  such  grovellinf 
views  of  Christ's  soul-renewing  doctrines.  "  We  are  thf 
ti'ue  circumcision  who  worship  God  in  the  spirit,  rejoice  in 
Christ  Jesus,  and  have  lo  confidence  in  the  flesh  ''    Such 

tlio^i3!  f  '^•'•f"'^  ?'^^'  ^'""^y  Word-and  there  are 
thousands  of  a  similar  nature-cuts  up,  root  and  branch,  this 
leaning  of  the  heart  on  the  "  beggarly  elements,"  by  which 
strong  language  the  Apostle  describes  this  tendency  to  fell 
back  on  a  mere  ceremonial  for  salvation.  It  has  borne  sad 
Sh?  '"•  ^^.^;/^di^^  distracted  or  perverted  many  an 
instable  mind,  m  despite  of  previously  formed  evangelical 
Mews,  ot  all  ancestral  and  holy  recollections,  and  of  the 
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knowlet\i^o  of  that  wide  field  of  history,  M'hich  displays  the 
utter  darknc'.-s  and  pcrsccutin'^  si)irit  of  the  system  built  on 


mere  cerCiUony. 


There  jiro  many  persons  who  fancy  it  to  be  extremely 
wrong  to  be,  as  tlicy  call  it,  })orpetually  harpin^^  on  these 
<lifFerences  of  opinion,  lo-^ing  sight,  as  they  thmk,  of  the 
(jharity  which  "liopelh  all  things,"  and  distracting  the 
Church  with  inward  strife.  Ent  those  who  thus  object,  need 
to  be  reminded,  that  it  has  always  been  in  this  extreme  de- 
votion to  external  modes  of  action,  or  the  luxuriousness  of 
architectural  ornament,  or  both,  that  tlie  grand  essentials  of 
Christianity  became  gradually  obscured,  until  the  "  wood, 
hay,  and  stubl)lo,"  with  their  usual  accompaniments  of 
bigotry  and  intolerance,  followed,  and  the  visible  Church 
lost  almost  eveiything  of  value  but  its  name.  The  cross  of 
Christ  was  everywhere  seen  in  its  Diaterial  form  on  the 
splendid  fane,  the  monumental  stone,  or  the  human  breast ; 
l>ut  the  sjnritual  cross,  borne  in  upon  the  heart,  to  the 
destruction  of  sin,  and  the  bringing  forth  of  the  fruits  of 
righteousness,  was,  alas  !  seldom  discoverable. 

At  the  same  time,  the  spirit  with  which  these  errors  are 
assailed,  should  be  carefully  watched.  It  is  vain  for  man, 
himself  using  the  unscriptural  weapons  of  harshness,  anger, 
or  railing,  to  assail  the  errors  of  others.  "  The  servant  of  the 
Lord  must  not  strive,  but  be  gentle  to  all,  apt  to  teach, 
patient,  meekly  instructing  those  that  oppose  themselves." 

I  have  thus  openly  referred  to  this  alarming  feature  of 
the  present  times,  because  it  is  of  so  novel  a  nature  among 
Protestants,  and  has  undermined  the  principles  of  thousands, 
of  whom  better  things  were  expected;  besides  that,  the 
youthful  mind  is  mo«t  readily  captivated  by  beauty  in  form, 
in  colour,  in  drapery,  in  the  soft  flow  of  gentle  music,  or 
well-studied  rays  of  light  thrown  over  antique  carving. 

Other  dangers  of  the  times  in  which  we  live,  require  a 
l)assing  reference — such  as  the  novelties  and  crude  conceits 
of  men  of  daring  minds,  reviving  the  "philosophy  falsely  so 
called"  of  the  Apostles'  days,  sapping  the  beautiful  simplicity 
and  purity  of  the  Gospel,  and  corrupting  the  heart,  by  fiUing 
it  with  doubts  of  God's  justice  and  goodness.  One  writer 
gives  us  "The  Philosophy  of  Religion,"  another  the  "Con- 
tlict  of  Ages,"  a  third  some  other  crude  or  unsatisfactory 
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dogma.  I^one  of  these  "  unquiet  minds"  intend  to  disparage 
or  undermine  the  truth ;  hut  having  such  new  and  exag- 
gerated views  of  different  portions  of  the  Word  of  God,  they 
become  exceedingly  prejudicial  to  the  unstable  and  un- 
reflecting. 

There  is  as  much  temptation  to  be  resisted  in  reading 
books,  as  there  is  in  avoiding  open  sins.  There  is  perhaps 
greater  reason  to  be  watchful,  because  the  danger  is  more 
concealed.  None  can  tell  with  what  rapidity  at  times  error 
seizes  the  understanding,  and  how  difficult  it  is  afterwards 
to  be  dislodged.  Once  entrapped,  and  who  shall  say  how 
or  when  the  deluded  heart  shall  make  its  escape  ? 

But  you  will  perhaps  say,  "  How  shall  we  know  the  dif- 
ference between  the  good  and  the  evil?"  As  a  general  rule, 
it  will  be  well  to  enquire  of  those  who  have  long  "  escaped 
the  pollution  that  is  in  the  world,"  before  you  venture  on 
the  perusal  of  these  books.  If  the  writer  have  not  an  esta- 
blished reputation  for  piety,  or  correct  general  vi'^ws,  or  be 
not  well  reconynended,  or  the  book  proceed  from  a  quarter 
whence  you  may  know  or  have  heard  of  its  unsoundness,  it 
will  be  right  to  wait  till  some  opinions  have  been  expressed 
by  which  you  may  be  guided.  Those  who  diligently  peruse 
God's  Word,  attend  to  their  Sabbath  and  daily  duties,  and 
remember  the  injunction  "not  slothful  in  business,"  will 
lind  no  time  to  indulge  in  the  idle  curiosity  of  examining 
every  new  work  which  makes  its  appearance.  Indeed,  my 
young  friends  of  this  Association  will  lind  all  extra  time  fully 
occupied  in  attending  to  the  important  requirements  pre- 
sented in  its  varied  occupations. 

The  third  danger  lies  in  the  spread  of  infidel  principles. 
Tlie  young  men  of  this  Association  will  have  to  encounter 
this  form  of  error  oftener  perhaps  than  most  others.  They 
should,  therefore,  have  their  minds  well  fortified  on  the 
authenticity  of  the  Divine  Eevelation,  and  be  prepared  to 
answer  all  objections.  To  this  end  it  may  even  be  safe  to 
read  the  book  which  contains  the  best  arguments  of  infidels, 
from  which  he  will  experience  no  harm  when  read  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  him  to  answer  such  objections,  at  the 
same  time  perusing  the  best  works  in  reply,  and  accompany- 
ing the  whole  with  prayer.  Still,  the  best  mode  of  combat- 
ing such  arguments,  is  to  induce  your  opponent,  by  kindness. 
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by  goodness,  and  by  forbearance,  to  hear  the  preaching  of 
tlie  Gospel,  which  is  declared  to  be  the  "  power  of  God  unto 
salvation  unto  every  one  that  believeth ;"  since  it  is  in  gene- 
ral much  oftener  the  corrupt  heart  than  the  understanding 
which  is  in  fault.    When  you  have  gained  a  brother  of  man- 
kind to  hear  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  you  may,  more 
quickly  than  is  fancied,  gain  the  heart  through  this  ordinance 
ot  Christ.     Here  the  more  powerful  argument  of  a  high 
wrought  example,  to  which  I  have  adverted  before,  will 
perhaps  do  more  than  all  besides.    The  question  will  obtrude 
on  the  young  man  who  has  imbibed  such  erroi-s,  althoui^h 
often  bidden  away—"  Why  is  my  young  friend  of  that  Chns- 
tian  Association  so  mild,  so  kind,  so  patient  with  my  folly, 
so  anxious  to  preserve  me  from  evil,  that  evil  into  which  so 
many  are  constantly  striving  to  plunge  others  as  well  as 
ttiemselves,  unless  it  be  that  the  religion  he  professes  pro- 
duces these  fruits  ;  and  if  it  does,  then  it  must  be  from  God ; 
it  surely  is  not  from  any  thing  evil,  for  it  is  altogether  con- 
trary to  the  principle  of  evil.'^   And  let  it  not  be  forgotten, 
that  this  inquiry  may  be  of  long  continuance  in  the  mind, 
even  while  the  countenance  assumes  the  same  doubting, 
almost  scoffing  aspect.    Let  it  not  he  forgotten,  because  it 
will  have  the  happy  tendency  of  encouraging  your  efforts  to 
do  good,  even  although,  to  all  appearance,  but  little  progress 
seems  to  be  made. 

.  ^\  ¥  ?L.^aPPJ  thing,  and  speaks  well  for  the  state  of  religion 
in  this  City,  where  in  almost  every  Church  the  Gospel  is 
preached,  that  it  is  superfluous  for  me  to  refer  to  such 
monstrous  nuisances  as  Mormonism,  Socialism,  Millerism, 
bpiritual  Kappmgs,  and  the  like,  the  offspring  of  men's  per- 
nicious passions,  or  heated  imaginations.  These  wild  delu- 
sions have  been  productive  of  wide  spread  evil  wherever 
their  deleterious  effects  have  been  experienced ;  and  enough 
ot  their  practices  and  bitter  fruits  are  known,  to  make  it 
almost  unnecessary  to  warn  my  young  friends,  should  any 
attempt  be  made  to  exhibit  their  fanatical  notions  here,  not 
to  encourage  or  countenance  them. 

^   Tliere  was  a  time,  when  Christian  men,  although  agreeing 

m  the  grand  essentials  which  belong  to  what  Jude  calls  thS 

Common  balvation,"  used  to  avoid  each  other,  and  of<    - 

proceed  much  further  in  a  sad  course  of  mistaken  antipath^y, 
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because  they  couUl  not  see  eye  to  eye  on  mutters  o  cliuntli 
(roveriiment,  or  on  some  of  the  i)oints  of  m  exact  tlieologv. 
Ill  our  day,  ffood  men  have  U\arnt  to  understant!  the  pnnci- 
ples  of  the  doctrine  of  their  Divine  Master  far  hotter,  and 
now  "reioice"  with  tlie  great  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  when 


»inv.iL  gives  freely —  ., .  .       - 

liital  inBifference,  to  all  who  ask.  In  this  way,  every  system 
of  error  is  mingled  with  the  truth,  and  right  and  wrong  he- 
come  undistinguishable.  In  the  language  ol  the  j^ihle-- 
"They  call  evil  good,  and  good  evil ;  put  darkness  for  light 
and  liffht  for  darkness ;  bitter  for  sweet  and  sweet  lor  bitter ; 
confomiding  all  distinctions,  and  levelling  aU  opinions,  with 
an  utter  oblivion  of  any  standard  of  truth. 
I  imagine  I  shall  not  assert  anything  new  to  thi»  Associa- 


Img  01  evil.     HiVen  iii  uie  v^miBtmu  v^xx^ix^x.     v. ■^■." 

institution— where  the  command  is  to  root  out  the  evil,  it 
manifest,  and  where  the  utmost  vigilance  may  be  used  m 
obedience  to  that  command,  how  difficult  is  the  task !  and 
how  seldom  elfected  without  fastening  upon  the  Cliurcli 
some  fresh  spring  of  bitterness !     Such  is  the  nature  of  that 
depravitv  which  darkens  both  the  understanding  and  the 
heart,  and  finds  us  forever  ^ropmg  instead  oiwammjm  the 
lio-ht      How  unlike  the  noble  and  animating  passage  ot  Ixod  s 
hSy  AVord— "  The  path  of  the  just  is  as  the  shining  light, 
which  shineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day."    In  an 
Association  composed  as  ours  is,  we  may  be  more  exposed 
to  such  evils  than  where  there  is  agreement  on  the  question 
of  church  government.     How  necessary  is  it,  then,  that  we 
be  particularly  careful  not  to  wound  the  feelings  of  each 
other  respecting  our  views  on  such  points.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  even  the  most  sincere  Christians  frequently  embrace 
opinions  on  some  points,  external  as  regards  the  Christian 
Clnirch,  with  more  h^trength  of  feeling  than  the   doubttul 
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nature  of  many  of  these  points  can  justifv,  an<i  when  an  oppor- 
tunity occurs  for  observation,  the  judgment  is  overcome  by 
an  outburst  of  feeling,  and  hence  soujo  bn»ther  is  offended. 
Oreat  watchfuhiess  is  re(iuir(Ml  ou  this  head,  so  often  are  wo 
hurriecl  away  l>y  tliis  rigidness  of  opinion,  frequently  the 
more  ri^id  in  proportion  to  the  liglitness  or  weakness  of  the 
point.  To  be  tlu)roughly  imbued  with  tlie  conviction  of  our 
brotlier's  conscientiousness— tluit  oi/r  minds  are  as  subject  to 
ibe  Ijiinded  by  prejudice  jis  his  nuiy  be,  and  our  hearts  as 
little  enumcipated  from  the  power  of  corruption  as  his — is 
the  true  way  of  escape  from  this  danger;  and  then  let  us  all 
earnestly  endeavour  to  have  our  memories  and  our  hearts 
impressed  with  tlie  exquisitely  beautiful  precept  of  the  great 
Apostle— "Finally,  brethren',  whatsoever  things  are  true, 
whatsoever  things  are  honest,  whatsoever  things  are  just, 
whatsoever  things  are  pure,  whatsoever  things  are  lovely, 
whatsoever  things  are  of  good  report ;  if  there  be  any  virtue, 
.and  if  there  be  any  praise,  think  on  these  things." 

I  shall  allude  also  to  another  gi'eat  instrumentality  in  the 
world  for  good,  respecting  whicli  there  is  much  difference 
of  opinion  even  among  those  who  do  not  differ  on  more  im- 
portant subjects;  an  instrumentality  that  has  reclaimed  thou- 
sands from  ruin,  and  tens  of  thousands  from  excess ;  one  that 
has  been  framed  to  encounter  as  wide  spread  a  social  evil, 
and  of  as  vast  a  inagnitude,  as  any  beneath  the  sun.  I  refer 
to  the  Total  Abstinence  Societies.  As  some  of  our  members 
may  be  members  of  these  Societies — others  not — I  think  it 
right  to  observe  that  each  party  should  nuitually  avoid  hard 
speeches,  or  harsh  epithets,  against  the  other,  such  as  "Kum- 
mies''  by  the  one,  and  "  Fanatics"  by  the  other.  lie  is 
walking,  or  endeavouring  to  walk,  according  to  the  precepts 
of  the  Bible,  who  is  "  temperate  in  all  things,"  and  will  not 
therefore  use  intemperate  language  in  speaking  of  those  who 
voluntarily  abstain  altogether .  from  the  use  of  spirituo'us 
liquors,  but  wnll  wnsh  them  "God-speed;"  while  others, 
wholly  abstaining,  either  from  self-preservation  or  for  the 
good  of  others,  will  also  abstain  from  the  use  of  language  by 
which  truh/  (e7nperate  ^?26?2<ai'e  often  characterised  as  ^^vjorse 
than  drunhanh'''  It  should  be  remembered  that  the  divine 
rule  is — not  no  dnnke7'—h\\t  '''no  drunhcurd  shall  inherit  the 
kingdom  of  heaveii."  But  with  regard  to  temperance,  it  is 
enjoined  in  (^xnr-^-  pr-rtion  of  God's  Word,  and  ei^n  in  !\o 
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WiAit  whatever  1)C  deemed  to  be  on  a  fo<'»i>"  vritli  the  sadly 
de^^rading  vice  and  pin  of  drunkr^fllH^ss.     h    is  for  liitt»  to 
consider,  but  for  no  one  to  question,  ^vilether  by  Ills  examplo 
in  abstaining  lie  may  not  save  f^tWie  from  tliis  droadiul  ovi  , 
or  whether  the  injunction,  *'  Let  lum  thai  thinketh  lie  -hmdetli 
take  heed  lest  he  fall,"  be  not  of  Rutficient  aolf-applicjuion  to 
induce  him  to  act  on  its  dictates.    IVii  il;Io  indcod  is  the  evil, 
and  fearful  the  desolation  which  attends  it.  footsteps;  for  it 
is  one  which  is  confined  to  no  time— no  country— no  clime 
under  heaven :  which  levels  alike  the  proudest  in  rank,  the 
loftiest  in  intellect,  or  the  poorest  and  the  meanest ;  which 
desolates  families  and  pervades  all  communities— breaks 
more  hearts,  and  ruins  more  souls,  than  any  of  the  evils 
known  in  the  dark  and  mournful  catalogue,  which  have  de- 
based and  degraded  the  history  of  erring  man.     Wars  sweep 
away  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  in  their  destructive 
and  sanguinarv  course;  and  "lamentation,  and  mourning, 
and  woe,"  follow  in  their  melancholy  train ;  but  at  length 
the  monster  death  is    ;orp   !,  and  there   arrives  at  last  a 
period  of  cessation      famine  seldom  extends  l)eyond  a  par- 
ticular country,  or  afi'ects  ihat  country  long.     Pestilence 
pours  forth  its  horrors  for  a  season,  and  then  departs.     But 
who  has  ever  heard  of  a  people  which  have  not  discovered 
and  used  the  fatal  spirit  of  Alcohol,  and  have  not  suffered 
from  its  abuse  ?    Even  the  great  "  Preaclier  of  Righteous- 
ness," livin/^  in  the  antediluvian  world,  and  escaping  from 
the  effects  of  God's  anger  on  a  guilty  race,  fell  before  its 
pernicious  influences ;  and  the  dreadf^il  tale  of  Lot,  after  hav- 
ingbeen  preserved  with  a  portion  of  his  fiimily  from  the  over- 
throw of  Sodom,  speaks  fearfully  as  to  this  world  wide  evil. 

There  is  another  topic  I  wish  to  ur^e  on  my  young  Chris- 
tian friends,  and  it  is  one  on  which  the  success  of  our  Asso- 
ciation very  much  depends,  partly  also  touched  upon  before. 
I  allude  to  the  necessity  of  aiming  at  a  high  Christian 
character  in  the  several  occupations  to  v '  ich  you  are  called. 
In  relation  to  these,  there  are  two  or  thr-e ,  -';  ture  precepts 
which  should  never  be  ibrgotten.  "Noti'o  fi^Un  business, 
fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  Lord."  '•  :\. -l^in  fro:r:  all 
appearance  of  evil."  "Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do, 
do  it  with  all  thy  might,"  &c. 

Now,  there  is  a  necessity  for  very  great  watchfulness  in 
these    respects, — for    a   continual   present   recognition  'of 
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"whose  wc  arc  and  mIioui  we  serve."  "Wliilo  we  atteml  to 
the  urgent  and  often  very  niimite  calls  of  active  duty,  recpiir- 
in^  all  our  energies,  we  require  the  exercise  of  a  Chrisrian 
spirit  and  temper,  and  the  cliastened  feelings  wliicli  belong 
to  a  more  elevated  walk  of  the  Christian  life.  When  i  \avid 
said,  "Lead  me  into  the  land  of  uprightness,"  we  know  this 
was  not  a  prayer  for  the  ordinary  virtue  of  honesty,  wliich  in 
a  proverbial  as  well  as  a  true  sense  is  "the  best  policy ;"  but 
a  desire  to  have  the  heart  tutored  into  a  constant  effort  at 
feeling,  thinkirig^  speaking^  doing  that  which  is  right  before 
God  and  man.  There  is  a  dangerous  error,  I  apprehend,  in 
the  creed  of  many  on  this  subject,  which  amounts  to  a  regard- 
lessness  of  the  opinion  of  nthei-s  as  to  our  conduct,  provided 
we  are  satisfied  of  the  j  astness  of  our  own  views.  We  are 
naturally  so  selfish,  and  our  hearts  so  deceitful,  that  in  mat- 
ters affecting  our  own  interests  we  may  well  distrust  our- 
selves, and,  without  being  altogether  guided  by  this  deference 
to  the  opinions  of  others,  we  should,  for  the  sake  of  the  cause 
of  our  l)ivine  Lord,  endeavour  to  obtain  and  preserve  the 
"  good  report  of  them  that  are  without." 

It  is  not  enough,  when  we  Lave  disputes  in  matters  of 
business,  that  we  should  be  satisfied  according  to  our  judg- 
ment and  co!iscience  tha^  we  are  right,  but  we  should  be 
truly  anxious,  on  the  ground  I  have  stated,  that  the  other 
party  should  also  be  satisfied  ;  and  if  this  is  not  to  be  attained 
without  giving  up  much  of  what  w^e  deem  doing  justice  to 
ourselves,  it  is  far  better  to  suffer  injustice  than  to  permit 
the  cause  of  our  Master  to  suffer  through  pertinacity  in  our 
own  favor.  We  should  be  willing  to  place  ourselves  in 
other  hfirds,  or  make  sacrifices,  and,  with  a  forbearing  spirit, 
seek  the  o<:>od  of  others  as  well  as  our  own.  A  little  more 
disinte-v;,todii.is  on  the  part  at  least  of  sincere  Christians, 
would  alter  very  much  the  sadness  of  the  aspect  which  the 
world  presents,  when  the  mingling  masses  come  to  jangling, 
not  merely  over  the  pounds,  but  the  shillings  nnd  pence. 

Justice^  indeed,  is  a  flower  which  blooms  from  a  plant  of 
rare  growth  in  the  soil  of  this  world.  It  is  the  beauteous 
offspring  of  another  clime,  glowing  in  exquisite  contrast  to 
the  thorns  and  prickles  which  surround  it.  The  heart  that 
pants  too  earnestly  for  its  possession,  will  find  written  on  its 
pursuit  "Marah" — "  the  waters  of  bitterness."    It  claims  a 
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jieyer  diGtnrbed,  and  only  blooms  in  perfection  in  the  Para- 
dise of  God. 

It  is  in  the  exhibition  of  this  Christian  character  that  the 
true  meaning  is  fbnnd  of  the  Gospel  precept—"  Let  your 
Slight  so  shine  before  men,"  &c.,  and  it  is  by  this,  although 
you  may  not  be  reckoned  as  exceedingly  sharp  among  such 
as  consider  a  hard  bargain,  or  a  clever  business  transaction, 
the  acme  of  human  talent,  yet  even  by  such  men  you  will 
be  resorted  to  in  the  hour  of  real  need,  when  uprightness, 
;jind  zeal,  and  intelligence,  have  prepared  you  for  any  exer- 
tion. You  will  at  the  same  time,  it  may  be,  win  over  some 
wanderer  to  the  paths  of  rectitude,  or  lure  some  youth  from 
the  follies  that  beset  the  morning  of  life,  or  inspire  confi- 
dence in  the  hearts  of  those,  who,  in  seeking  a  refuge  from 
its  temptations,  are  especially  chilled  by  insincerity,  incon- 
sistency, or  hypocrisy,  but  lean  with  glad  hearts  on  the 
uprightness  which-  shines  in  your  Christian  character. 

If  the  minister  of  the  Gospel  is  required  to  "  walk  in  wisdoni 
towards  them  that  are  without,"  it  cannot  be  less  the  duty  of 
those  who  are  commanded  "  to  hold  forth  the  word  of  life,"  not 
fis  teachers,  but  in  their  several  callings,  to  do  so  by  tlie 
excellence  of  their  general  character.  Whoever  attemp' '  to 
do  good  has  to  reniember  that  he  is  called  to  "  glory  and 
virtue,"  and  that  he  has  not  only  to  pluck  the  "  roots  of  bit- 
terness" out  of  his  own  heart,  'but  to  direct  his  enei'gies 
against  the  obduracy  of  many  hearts.  IS'ow,  all  this  is 
entii-ely  consistent  with  laudable  efforts  to  make  money  ;  for 
it  is  not  money,  as  has  fi-equently  been  erroneously  quoted, 
but  the  "  love  of  money,"  which  'is  "  the  root  of  all  evil."  It 
would  not  be  difficult  to  prove  that  greatly  as  the  use  of 
money  is  perverted,  it  is  the  root  of  most  of  the  good  which 
is  effected  in  this  evil  world.  What  useful  project  can  be 
carried  on  without  this  instrument  of  power,  which  God  has 
bestowed  on  man  as  His  steward  to  be  used  for  His  glory  ? 
How  could  the  Missionary,  the  Bible,  the  Tract,  and  the  very 
many  other  Societies  established  as  well  for  the  advance- 
ment of  Christ's  kingdom,  as  for  the  amelioration  of  human 
woe,  be  conducted  to  any  extent  without  money  ?  How 
could  churches  be  built,  i3astors  sustained,  youth  educated, 
hospitals  founded,  wretchedness  relieved,  without  money  ? 
Go  on,  my  young  friends,  in  the  energetic  use  of  all  the 
faculties  bestowed  rm  you,  to  acquire  that  wealth  wliich, 
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Avith  God's  blessing,  will  make  you'  far  more  useful  in  the 
world,  and,  if  laid  out  to  His  glory,  far  liappier.  What  are 
the  most  splendid  successes  of  the  mere  conqueror,  or  of  the 
loftiest  intellect,  compared  with  th^  "soul's  calm  sunshine 
and  the  heartfelt  joy"  experienced  hy  him  who  in  the  hum- 
blest imitation  of  his  Divine  Lord,  according  to  his  limited 
po\vers,  endeavors  to  do  some  good  in  a  v;orld  where  there 
is  so  much  evil?  The  insatiable  ambition  of  Napoleon 
Bonaparte,  overthrowing  empires,  dethroning  moUarchs, 
destroying  millions ;  at  the  very  acme  of  his  greatness  and  his 
fame,  becoming  parahzed — is  overtaken  l)y  the  stornis  of  hea- 
ven— beholds  without  a  tear  his  four  himdred  tliousand  de- 
voted warriors  driven  by  the  wintry  tempests  and  the  scourge 
of  famine  from  the  country  he  had  madly  and  unjustly  in- 
vaded ;  returns  with  his  "sad  and  shattered"  columns,  the 
remnant  of  that  host  of  heroes  he  had  lately  led, — the  kings, 
the  emperors,  the  princes,  the  generals,  who  so  recently 
formed  his  dazzling  retinue,  allfledfromhim  toassumeagaili 
their  ancient  iadependence, — and  commences  to  play  over 
again  the  desperate  and  selfish  game  of  war,  on  which  liis  "  des- 
tiny," aslie  chose  to  misname  it,  hung;  and  dies  at  length,  after 
his  last  unsuccessful  struggle  with  England's  greatest  general, 
a  solitary  and  wretched  prisoner  on  a  lonely  island  of  the 
Atlantic !  Who  would  accept  the  grandeur  and  the  tri- 
umphs of  his  best  days  with  the  risk  of  encountering  his 
tremendous  reverses  ?  What  must  have  been  the  "madness 
of  his  memory,"  of  which  the  great  poet  writes ;  and  how 
much  more  suitable  that  poet's  lines  for  an  epitaph,  than  all 
the  honied  lies  of  a  late  American  writer  : — 

"It  is  enough  to  grieve  the  heart, 
To  think  that  God's  fair  world  hath  been 
The  footstool  of  a  thing  so  mean." 

And  look  at  him  who  thus  so  truly  and  patriotically 
describes  the  termination  oi'  Napoleon's  career,  as  lofty  in 
the  pride  of  high  intellectual  endowments,  as  the  great  con- 
queror in  the  art  of  war !  In  the  possession  of  every  thing 
that  to  youth  and  health  could  make  life  desirable,  was  he 
happy  ?  Of  noble  lineage — of  the  highest  order  of  poetic 
genius — mingling  freely  with  the  "  magnates  of  the  land," 
— his  fame  spreading  to  far  distant  countries — not  a  wish 
unsatisfied — not  a  clime  where  he  had  not  the  "passion  and 
the  power  to  roam.'' — waohe  happy  i     In  the  emphatic  Ian- 
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ffuaffe  of  Holy  Writ,  "He  was  of  all  men  the  most  miserable." 
He  knew  the  good,  but  too  often  chose  the  evil.  He  under- 
stood in  a  measure  in  what  true  happiness  consisted, 
for  he  wrote : 

"The  good  explore 
Vor  peace,  those  realms  where  guilt  can  never  soar  ;" 

but  debased  the  fine  powers  of  his  understanding,  in  the 
latter  years  of  his  brief  career,  to  ribald  verse.  Had  he  but 
known  with  Milton,  with  Cowper,  and  with  Montgomery/ 
the  comfort  of  that  truth  that  adorns  the  life  and  gilds  the 
death  of  the  Christian,  the  knowledge  of  "  Jesus  Christ  and 
Him  crucified,"  how  different  would  have  been  the  career 
of  one  of  the  most  talented  but  wayward  of  men.  Never 
did  man  more  truly  describe  himself,  or  delineate  the  utter 
fallaciousness  of  that  course  which  he  pursued  to  attain  hap- 
piness, than  is  to  be  found  in  these  his  own  words : 

"Then  the  few  whose  spirits  float  above  the  wreck  of  happiness, 
Are  driven  o'er  the  shoals  of  guilt,  or  ocean  of  excess; 
The  magnet  of  their  course  is  gone,  or  only  points  in  vain 
The  shore  to  which  their  shivered  sail  shall  never  stretch  again." 

Such  was  the  end  of  him,  whose  endowments,  although  of 
the  highest  order,  were  not  devoted  to  the  ends  for  which 
they  were  bestowed — "  whose  hope,"  to  use  his  own  language, 
"  was  built  on  reeds." 

Such  instances  stand  out  on  the  page  of  history,  and  within 
the  period  of  our  own  brief  existence,  as  beacon  lights  to 
warn  us  away  from  following  these  "  wandering  stars"  of 
dazzling  but  flickering  light,  to  seek  in  a  far  humbler  but 
happier  path  not  "  oui-selves  but  the  good  of  others."  They 
teach  us  that  in  this  world  of  sinful  human  beings,  not  all 
its  grandeur,  greatness,  wealth,  or  fame,  can  assure  a  peace- 
ful mind,  a  happy  life,  or  a  tranquil  death  ;  but  while  the 
possessors  of  these  lofty  gifts  are  exciting  the  admiration  or 
the  envy  of  the  thoughtless,  they  themselves  are  full  of  'rou- 
ble, toil,  anxiety,  and  disappointment,  and  at  last  "  come  to 
their  end  and  there  is  none  to  help  them."  They  teach  us 
to  confide  alone  in  the  immortal  truth  delivered  to  us  by  the 
pen  of  inspiration,  that  God  will  "  render  to  them  who,  by 
patient  continuance  in  well  doing,  seek  glory,  and  honor, 
and  immortality,  eternal  lifeP 


4 


t  I 


rw'iwj 

hB^E 

fW- 


m'Ai 


^' 


I  .-* 


